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and worthy men whoſg integrity and love of truth l 
ſq well know that had they not conceived themſelyes 

clear of all doubts and ſcruples, they would not have 
. _ conſigned a fellow creature to death, and to ſo igno 
minious a death—thersfore their verdict having 
eſtabliſhed a preſumption of my guilt and my having 

not only tranſgreſſed the. e rules of ſociety, 
but committed a crime of the blackeſt dye, a crime 

| July hateful odious and horrid in the fight both 

of God and man, I am to ſuffer death.— ' 

Whether guilty or not guilty is a queſtion that J 
will not enter upon or attempt to affert at this time, 

but will wait for a more tremendous and aweful 
moment, that moment when I am going to be 
uſhered out of this vain frail world and to leave all 
earthly conſiderations and affections behind, and 
enter into à ſtate of immortalityy im a world 
where I ſhall meet my great Creator face to face, 

+ © and there muſt anſwer for my tranſgreſſions while 
in this world of crofles and vexations before that a 

'- merciful -almighty and omnipotent judge who 

- - © knoweth all hearts who knoweth all actions, and 
before whom no mortal prejudies nor deluſory or 
| >. - malicious fuggeſtionzvr repreſentations can avail. 
It is chen at that very mo ment when ſtanding on the 
gf pron from which at the very next iuſtant Lmuſt 

de launched into a boundleſs eternity where, 1 ſhall 

| 52 that all righteous and omnipotent Judge 

7 Dien when my pitiable fituation and the ſolemnit 
An horror of the ſpectable I ſhall. be exhibiting 
mall add weight, and death ſhall give u ſanction 

0 to my effertions, aſſertions that ſhall be ſealed with 
my life, which the law claims forfeit aud which 

iS © the law 1 give up as-an' atoncment for any of- 

| Ance I may have been guilty of Then at that awe · 
ful moment ſhall I declare my guilt or innocence in 
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2 pardon. or.repticye while others attri 
unwillingneſs to confeſs the fact -both are — 
miſtaken. ſor as 40: the firſt I neit veigher hoy: wills 
var-.defare a pardon, being _ ſatisſed and : 
ta die and death. might /perchanes cot dt 
other time when: Lſhonkd: nor he iwwell pres 
red to attend the ſummons-of my dear. Oreatdr. 


-is-there any tiüng in death ſo derrible on a 


neatęr view. Who amongſt you all that had a. cle 
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alas! — boped to h det dewgd myſelſ uſeſul to 
all. But all theſe vain deluſions thoſe phantoms of 
the brain- are now totally evaniſhed, and on one 
ſide an horrid and ignominious death ſtares me in 
the face, and in a few hours will return this body 

to it's kindr:d clay, while on the other fide —4 


but a little farther on I ſee the moſt glorious proſ- 


pect open to me and the outſtretched arms of a 
merciful God open to receive me into the manſions - 
of bliſs and tranquility. | 7 2 
Ithen my dear friends and brethern take becakon 
from this, to call; and beg your attention to the 
following ſhort but neceſſary council I now offer to 
you, and which will I hope be treaſured up in your 
minds as the moſt proper repoſitory, that after my 
diſſolution, you in delirering it to your children, 
may give a ligh- 1 and ſay, peace be with Abraham's . 
ſprit—he de ſerved a better fate: Counſel Which . 


not only think abfolutely neceſſary” to promote your | 


_ Proſperity. and welfare, in this life, but eſſentially 
neceflary to your future happineſs as I ſhall ditect 


5 it to ſuch immediate points as 1 think moſt condu- 


. cive.to them two ends, to the thorough and perfect 
attainment of both of which ends alF your thoughts - 
words and actions ſhould be directed, they being 
the only two and true ſources from which real 
happineſs either i in this world or the world to come 
can ſpring.” 

- In thefarft place then I moſt earneſtly exhort and - 
pray Js to be * and circumſpect in your 


conduct; Imuſt the more earneſtly urge this parti- 
cular from a combination of circuniſtances that at 


this juncture of time concur to make itof impottance 


ts our colour for my unfortunate unhappy fate 


however unmerited or undsſerved, may by ſome 


u ari by thoſe who appoſe the emancipation of 
tholel IE Oy. are in . 
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be made a handle of in order to drow a ſhade over 
or'caſta general reflection on all thoſe of our colour, 
ani the Keen ſhafts of prejudice, be launched againſt. * 

us by the moſt , active and virulent malevolenge 15 15 
But ſuch general refleQtions or ſarcaſms, will be 1 
only made, by the low. minded: illiberal and 
ſordid perſons who ate the enemies of our colour, 
and of freedom: and to them ſhall ſimply anſwer... 
that if the population throughout the United States .. 
be then taken, and then a liſt of all the executions .- 
therein be had, and compared therewith, impar - 
tially, it will be found that as. they, claim a 
prereminence over-us in every thing elſe, ſo... ö 
we find they alſd have it in this particular, and. 
that a vaſt majority of Whites 1 1 on the 


r : 


emancipation of all our brethren in very 1 50 5 
this ſtate, and tha by men of exalted. ſpirit gene- 

rolity gud humanity men whoſe boſoms glow with 
philanthrophy, gbod will to all. mankind and a 
lore of freedom that ſhews them to be actuated. by 
the noble t. of all motives, that firſt great principle 
in true religion, « do to all men as yo would _ 
be dong untd.” ' Men whoſe ſpirit riſes 1 nas 
at ſeeing their fellow creatures whom God h S re- 
ated in is own likeneſs. and endowed. with immor- 
tality, held in bondage to each other, or that one 
human being ſhall” have it in his power to tor - 
ture and inflict innumerable pains and 3 
ſuch as his i ingenuity may deviſe and às caprice may 
—_ to him on an” unfortunate fellow creature... 


* v2 _ o 


= * : 
. 
3 . 
& 
* 


* —— \ 


kd Vippent Kit to hold a6 dual rank in fociety 
with hin , th he ra brag 40 in 1 INCS 


the © ey «4 the - linighty 
* vg fiend and brethern that 
1 etceth'ie þ a es un e No it 1 be 
mide a ndle of 9770 wn the truly. laudable 855 
deavourt of fach eherous and! we perſons. . But 
ns, 1 Hope not, I am convinced that it. cannot : 


for ach a g us and noble work it * too 
2 dle in che bghit « God, and ed on a | 
X ado bad joe firm to acallſh 79 by ach. ways 


ward Uto ward or unfortunate and unforeſeen, de- 
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to fuffer, Md that ng man knows 15 length of days 
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This country was firſt diſcovered by the Britiſh in 
| 4099, But they did not begin to people it by ſending 
out colonies until 1606, and tlie firſt place they ſet- 
tled at; was a neck of land that run into Powhatan 
river in Virginia, they called the place they ſettled at 
James Town in honour of the then king, and the 
river, James, for the ſame honofaryreaſon.: Shortly 
after religious diſſentions cauſed very many to leave 
their native country and come hither with their fa- 
milies and gbods where they might enjoy a liber - 
of conſcience uncontroled and free from the 
nger*of the religious perſuaſions that then ra- 
5 ger in England. Thoſe truly reſpectable emigrants . 
ttled in that part of this country "now called New 
England, and named their firſt place of ſettlement, 
New Plymouth, it was a very conſiderable time af - 
ter before that part of *Affica called Guinea was 
diſcovered, ànd a much longer time before they 
attempted to traffic in human beings, | and tho' 
at that time their carlieſt and beſt writers mention- 
ed With abhorrence their cruclties to each other 
there, yet they did not heſitate to barter and traffis 
for them, a8 for other animals, and what is ſho king 
to humanity to relate raiſe fortunes out of the price 
of blosd, even in this country in letter years. I have 
known many aman continue the lawful offeprin 
of his loins a flive during life, expoſed to every 
hardſhip and cruelty becauſe he was a nfulatto. 
Hew very frivolous and vague an excuſe, and ſuch, 
an one'ag implies the total want of natural feelings, 
or a total want of morality, for ſuch, perſons. 

. Whoſe ungovernable paffions' hurries them to the 
een e of their groſs apetites by a ptomiſcuqus 
ihtercourfe; and carnal-knowledge of the bodies of 
blacks, 'mult either admit them to be human or 
themſelves to be guilty of the moſt odious and enor- 

mous of all crimes, à cryne that I bluſ to hame 

| therefore fall leave, it to your imagination to fupply 
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rank and degree ; z eyery boſom. owed wi 
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man whom he ſees one moment Karing with. a 
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paſſing laws in each reſpeclive ſtate to prohibit fi 
Fo  "avery in future, and at this time there. is not one it 
— flave throughout them. great populous and flouriſh: n 
bat ng ſtates, that compoſe New-England, and which d 


ſtates are generally peopled by Preſbyterians. New- en 
Jerſey was the next that endeavoured to follow the hi 
glorious example, the Quaker ſociety. therein have 
manumiſed ard ſet free all the ſlaves in their poſ { 
ſeſſion or in any wile their property, and the like 
has been done by many other good characters, and 
they have uniformly flood our friends, and are now 
uſing every effort in their power to render the 
emancipation of our colour general, and have us 
admitted to the rights of freedom as Citizens in 
this ſtate, in which truly laudable, and generous 
8 defign they are now ably ſeconded in this county by 
3 ſome worthy men of other religious perſtiaſions, 
© 52 ts whom together with allthe friends of freedom, and 
| dur colour may God bleſs and proſper, and grant 
them health a length of days, fortitude and perſe- 
rerance to put their deſigns in execution, and that 
ſucceſs may crown. their. endeayours is wy ſincere 
c ͤ ; ˙ AA ds: 
From the ſirſt bringing of our colour into this coun- 
they have been conſtantly Wpt to the greateſt 


5 | toul and labour, to drudge inceſfantly yet without 
4 the ſmalleſt hopes of a reward, aud, oftentimes de- f 
3 nied a ſufficient portion of food to ſuffice the ra- 
LY - * vinigs of nature, or raimeat ſufficient to hide their 
i;  _ makedneſs or "ſhield them from the inelemency of. 
me weather. Yet, labouring under all thoſe hard- 


ſhips and difficulties, the moſt unheard of cruel- 
ties and puniſhments were daily inflicted on us, for 
what ? for not performing impoſlibilities, for not 
1 doing what was impoſſible for human nature or 
1 ſtrength to have done with in the time aliotted.- 

And if the moſt preſſing hanger ſhouid compel us ol t 
to take from that maſter by ſtealth what we were I "ſu 
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fare. to be denied if we aſłed, to fatisſy our crav- 
ing appetites, the moſt wanton and dreadful punith- 
ments were immediately inflicted on us even to a 
degree of inhumanity and cruelty. That I do not 
exaggerate is I dare ſay known to many of ye that 
hear me, or that may hereafter read this addreſs to 
or and therefore J appeal to ye, as perſonal 
nowledye of the facts have here ſtated, I declare 
myſelf that I ſpeak from experience I was born to 
the ſouthward of here, in the ſtate of Delaware, and 
a ſlave, and had five maſters before I was free, all 
of whom liked and loved me, and the laſt particu- 
larly, for having once ſaved his life when another 
negro man attempted killing him with a kmfe, but 
I inſtant] throwing myſelf between, ſaved my 
maſter uo did not ſee the knife the fellow had 
concealed and endeavoured to ſtob him with. That 
together with my being always fond of work, and 
attentive to his intereſt gained me his ſriendſhip and 
confidence, and induced l. im to give me my manu - 
miſſion. When Iwas a flave I was never treated 
as rigidly or as cruelly as thouſands have been to 
my own knowledge, yet God knows I have ſuffered 
incr<dibl& and innumerable hardſhips—ye ought 
therefore my dear brethren to account it a very 
great happineſs and to bleſs God that you are in 1 
country where the laws are wholeſome, and where 
the majority of the leading characters are liberal 
minded, humane, generous and ee well dif- 
poſed to all our colour, and. endeavour by a juſt, 
upright, ſober, honeſt and diligently induſtrious, 
manner of life and a purity of morals to improve 
that favourable diſpoſition in them, and if poſſible 
ripen it in to eſteem for ye all. Conſider, my. dear 
ſriends, that it is but a very few years ſince any body 
could be found that had courage enough to ſtep out 
of the common road of thinking and object to the 
ſufficient ſunſatisfactory and unſubſtantial argu- 
ments uſeg 2gaiuſt us, and tlio' ſome probable © 
| B ; 
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might have thought on the ſubject, and could hay 
urged weighty and ſubſtantial ones in our fayour 
yet they were deterred poſſibly by private conſidera- 


tion and intereſted motives, and probably by a fear 


of encountring popular and vulgar prejudice, ſrom 
ſaying any thing on a ſubject that required to be 
treated with ſo much circumſpection and caution ; 
but thank God in this enlightend age there will not 
be wanting men of genius, ſpirit and candour, who 
will have courage enough to ſtep out of the com- 
mon road of thinking ſome that cannot but with 
indignation fee reaſon ſervilely ſtoop to the controul 
of prejudice, and adopted principles and who 
without pronouncing that man a vain and impious 
ſceptic who ſhall dare to ſuggeſt doubts and dit. 
ficulties their forefathers happened never to have 
dreamed of, can wave without ceremony that com- 


plim ent uſually paid to th opinion molt in faſh- 


ion, and on this and any affair of importance ge- 


| 0 give the world their ſentiments without 
re 


erve: and yet ſuch ſettled enemies are the ge- 
nerality of mankind to an open freedom of thougli 
(excepting thoſe who turn it into licentiouſnels), 
ſo averſe are they to the admiſſion of ideas they 
were not before made acquainted with, that they 
are prejudiced againſt receiving; or had not been 
familiariſed to from their youth, that refleCtions 
or repreſentations are only rejected, or not atten- 
ded to, becauſe they are novel or diſpleaſing to us 
or repugnant to our intereſt. But in this country 


the opinion is not only already broached, but its 


juſtice, aſſented to by every body, for even enemies 


of freedom and our colour, acquiece in the ſolidi- 


ty of the arguments urged in our favour. And 
therefore my dear brethern I exhort you moſt car- 
neſtly to endeavour by your irreproachable con- 


duct to ripen that good difpoſition towards you 


into eſteem, and by ſo doing you will make 
yourſelves not only reſpectable but beloved, and 


* 
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alſo will thereby furniſh your friends with ſtrony 
arguments and inducements to endeavour the re- 
lief of the reſt of our brethern, as yet in thral- 
a e K 

have been longer on this head then I at firſt 
intended, but it being my wiſhete give it a full 
and ample diſcuſhon, I have been the more 
lenthy in ſpzaking of it, and having I believe got 
fairly through it, I {hall proceed to the next 
head that I mean to ſpeak to you of Aud 
that is Religion, and on this head too I Tear I 
ſhall be tedious as I wiſh to give it a fair dif- 
cuſſion. 1 „ 

1 moſt earneſtly recommend to you a ferious, 
and regular attendance on divine worſbip every 
Sabbath day at leaſt, and as often at other times 
23 you conyeniently can. Religion being the ba- 
6s of virtue and morality, when there isa want 


of Religion we may thence juſtly infer a want of 


both. For religion being the beſt practical ſyſtem 
of yirtue and good actions conſonant to the will of 


our hèavenly father, that is known, it ſooths and 


eomforts the mind of the afflicted and troubled, 
alleviates all our diſtreſſes, and diſpoſes us to 
a perfect obedience to the divine will; and good 
will and peace to all mankind. But in ſpeaking of 
practical religion, I do not mean that religion 
that ſprings from fear, but mean a religion found- 
ed on a love of virtue and a deteſtation of vice ; 
on a ſenſe of that obedience which is due to the 


will of the Supreme Being, and a ſenſe of thoſe 


obligations which creatures formed to live in 4 
mutual ſtate of dependence on one another ſie un- 


der. I always t ok the two greateſt pringiples - 


in religion to be, „ love honour and acknowledge 


three perſons und er the one God heid, namely the 


Father Son, and floly Spirit, three perſons and 
but one God,” and that Cod | lozs & ade with wr. 
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1 
whole heart and ſoul ; theſe cond is“ do unto eve- 
ry man as you would bedone unto” which is experſ- 
ly directed in that divine commandment, © love 
thy neighbour as thyſelf”, Indeed Lever conceived 
public utility to be the touchſtone of moral truth, 
for to receive and communicate aſſiſtance, conſti-- 
tutes the happineſs of human life: man may in- 
deed preſerve his exiſtence in ſolitude, byt can 
enjoy it only in ſociety. The greateſt underſtan- 
ding of an indiv'dua!, doomed to procure food and 
raimnent for himſelf, will barely ſupply him, with 
expedients to keep off death from day to day; but 
as one of a large community, performing only his 
ſhare of the common buſineſs, he gains iiftruc- 
tion and leiſure for intellectual pleaſures, and en- 
joys the happineſs of reaſon and reflection, and 
the ſupreme felicity of renffering himſelf uſeful 
to his fellow creatures in 1 leſſer degree 
accgiding to his ability. then, my dear frinds 
I conceive to be true religion, and it is upon theſe 
principles that I hope for falyation - through the 
merits of my Saviour. "Therefore ] would ſtre- 
_nuouſly urge you to become as ſoon as poflible 
members of ſome religious ſociety, for itis far better 
to belong to ſome than none. But, as general beuc- 
yolence and univerfal charity ſeem to be eftabliſh- 
ed in the goſpel, as the diſtinguiſhing badges of 
chriſtianity, 1 therefore wiſh all religious ſocietics 
| and orders well. 

4 And here my dear brethern, I think it neceſſary 
5 to take notice of the cavils raiſed by ſome againſt 
a us, and the fooliſhly chimerical notion that prevails 

Ws LG oa to ſay becauſe we are black, we are not 

dio oy a ſuture ſtate, nor be admitted to inhe- 

wit the kingdom of God, and that our Saviour did 

+ »2* _ *notdie for us, therefore we cannot hope a redemp- 

, tion: while ſome other ſpeaking idiots would have 

uus to be the ſeed of Cain all equally falla- 

dus and frivolous: and indeed it senough to make 
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unconcerned or diſintereſted perivii merry ws 
hear ſuch foolithly frivolous arguments adduce.! 
with ſuch ſolemnity againſt us. However that 
ſhould not be wanting in reſpect to the whites, 
Tor in juſtice to my own colour, ſhall make ſuch 
obje*t1ons to thoſe arguments as will, I pledge my- 
elf fully and completely refute them. 

As to the firſt I ſhall content myſelf with making 
one general obſervation, namely, that God is neither 
a reſpecter of perſons, nor colours, be they white 
black, or mulatto, but reſp: As them merely from, 
their deedsand obſerrance of his divine commands, 
and I humbly but on confidentially inſiſt that not 
one living can produce a ſcriptural nor even reſpec- 
tably rational authority in ſupport of ſuch a_vague 
oY nonſenſical * opinion, therefore that argument 

8 

As to the ſecond, that we ſhall net inhert the 
kingdom of God, ggenjoy a future ſtate, wonder. 
where ſuch chim@ical notion exiſte, except in 
their heated brains or childiſnily pre judicedg imagi- 
nations; for ſcripture tells us exprefsly, *'T hat 
all chat believe ſhall be ſaved, mo to go a ſtep 
farther, and reaſon the matter candidly, and 
without prejudice, am confident that the odds 
will be contiderably in our favour ; And firſt, will 
aſk all thoſe pegfons feriou!ly, how the economy of 
divine providence with reſpect to us, can be made 
reconcileable w th our conceptions of the nature of 
.the divine Supreme Bein? and his attributes, upon 
8 ſuppoſition of this being the firſt and final 

e of our cxiltence ? [hat we are endowed 
with reaſon and refleQtion, and a ſ-nfibil:ty*c£ 
pain as well as pleaſure, is acknowledged. to be | 
an inconteſtible truth, neither can ig; denied 
by any one. Nor is it leſs evident | and Unquci- of 
tionable, that the latter is offEntimes more than, 
orerbaſanced by the for To iuſtance euly 
in our poor brethern at r moment in UoVery, 1 in 
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De ſouthern ſtates, hat exquiſite, what affec- 
ting tortures do many of them endure (tho' ſome 

7 of them perhaps meet a more friendly fate) 
from ſome mercileſs callous hearted monſter of a 
maſter ? How frequently to the pangs of hunger, 
and a diſtempered body are there added the moſt 
cutting ſtripes and ſcourges moſt liberally and as 
wantonly dealt out to them by their inhuman mal, 


. ters or drivers, and all this merely fortheir not effec- 


9231 


1 f 
dau e 


 » him 
3 . | 21 : 4 
| . © uniwerfal, and impartial. goodneſs towards his 


ting perhaps unpoſlibilities ! But wherefore all this 
wretchedneſs, this unrewarded toil and' labour ? 
Wherefore all theſe agonizing pains and miſeries 
heaped on an offspring of divine providence !— 
And why our colour becauſchappens to be black? 
Are we.not a living animated part of the creation ? 


Are we not fleſh and blood? Do we not as well 


as they know what ſorrow. means? Yes; and for 
them only, their uſe, or accidentally their pride, 
their wantonneſs, their crueſh were we brought 
into a ſenſible exiſtence l Shall one being be crea- 
ted, but even under the bare poſſibility of being 
made miferable (mote or leſs) ſolely for the u'e 
and ſervice of another? Lord what is man ? Or 
rather what are not brutes? The unmerited ſut- 
ferings among whites urged withare great ſtrength 
of reaſoning, in proof of a recompence reſerved 
for them hereafter. And Muſt a being that 
happens to move in 2 lo and humble ſphere in 
ſociety, be at once pronounced unworthy of the 


like proviſion ? But wherefore this partiality to 


to their noble ſelves ? Why muſt they plead a 
right to be dealt with on the part of juſtice by the 


. Almighty, and yet think it 10 injury done to us, 
ings in a ſtate we are forced into by 


if our ſyffexin 


| rd and Creator, meet not from 
Pan hereafter ſome ſimilar tokens” of an 


ercatures ſo neceſſary and eſſential to the divine 


nature. But to bring it more cloſcly' home to 
. | * : — TR * 
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theſe our enemies. I will aſk them, if they would 
think it juſt or equitable for the Moors in Algiers. 
to deny a ſalvation or a recompence in an hexeat- 
ter to thoſe of this country who are there kept in 
ſlavery; and whoſe colour is white? No, they 
ſurely would not, they would laugh at the abſur- 
dity of the idea, and treat.it with all the eidiculc 
it juſtly de ſerved. * 
That our Saviour did not die for us, and that. 
therefore we cannot hope a redemption rough 
him, is too abſurd and r:diculousto merit a m 
ments ſerious conſideration, for our Saviour was 
the promiſed hope of the world. And tho' he 
faid he came to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, 
yet he directed his goſpel to be preached to all the 
Gentiles throughout the world, and we accordingly. 
ſee that Phillip a Apoſtle by an expreſs divine 
command, aroſe and went to the ſouth and bapti- 
zod an r unuch who was a black man, 
for which, ſee the Acts of the Apoſtles, chap. viti.. 
ver. 26, and that in the earlieſt ages of chriſtianity 
the gofpel was preached to Macke, tawneys, arid 
whites, indifcriminately, is beyond 2 doubt, for 
Abiſſinia, Ethiopa, Epirus, and many other na- 
tions of blacks were early converted to chriſtianity, 
and have continued in the profeſſion of it erer 
ſince, and not one diſputes their right to ſaving 
grace, and in latter years the Portugueſe miſſion- 
aries have converted and admitted the negro inha - 
bitants of their ſettlements in Africa, into their 
communion, without making a ſcruple about their 
undoubted right as human beings to ſalvation, 
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was it erer queſtioned until the a of after % 


ages, in order to gloſs their diabolical 
treffick, made « pretext of that y1gue | | _ 
ſanction their unprincipled, andignburman e FP. 
another argument uſed to e White people * 
_ tSainſt us was, that n ch other, a mat- 
er that I c deny, and 3 E: n chem 
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to produce any one fubRamtial and reſpeQable zu- 
*thoruy to prove it they cannot, that negroes ſing 
their war dance around the priſoners taken in bat. 
tle, | will admit and alſo that they ſacrifice them 
to their Dhuu, Dunhs, or Fo but thatthey ever 
eat them, themſ-lves, | utterly deny. 
As to our being the ſced S's C — it is {til more 
frivolous than the reſt, for either their knowledge 
muſt be extremely little and contracted, of thicir 
memories very weak, elſe the 7 would have known 
or remembered that the flood followed after, which 
drowned all created beings, ſave what were ſaved 
with Noah in his Ark. And thus, my dear bre- 
thren, having ſhewr, | truſt, the frivoſity and in- 
ſufficiercy of thoſe arguments uſed againſt us, and 
that there muſt be a ſalvation for us, earneſtly er- 
hort you to a perfect obedience to the divine will, 
and to a due performance of the four cardinal vir- 
tues, faith, hope, charity, ang good works; by: 
' conſtant practice of Which, and due attendance 
with deyout and contrite — s at ſome Ber of 
divine worſhip, i mey f 
ceive that reward promiic 
through the merits of our R. 
which wish ye all in the name of the Father, 
Son, and holy Fi, Amen. 
will next, my dear fi icndagyſpeak to ye on 2 
ctimc, that alas! too many of you are +vilty of, and 
- indeed, it is rot confined to our colour alone, hut 
as | do not mean to inie rfexr with the whites who 
| have got able teachers to admoniſh and reprove 
45 for theit ſaults and train ſgrefſions, and 28 
onceive it to be a duty mor- particularly incum- 
bent e to adorels ye, brethren, new do fo, 
dei cd by motives of love and zeal for your 
ndnd — it 15,0: lying that, ;, moan to 
0 * | ſpeak to ved; Arme which, th 101ugh tri ly dious 
Land deteſtablc, is ncygrihdels, lam boy to fay, 
W | 


* 0 5 ; | 2 . ” 1 
* 1 # 


— — — a a _ _ 2 a „* _ "Iz . n — 


—  —— — 


=- * i 


Um 0 = wept gd 0 gw: thy wn ow og heme mM ome 


— — 


— — — hes — æ —ͤ—l —— — tn 
» 0 
o © 


—— — ee mm ͤ —F— SN 


— Aa — 
* 
* 
* 


7 
by 
4 
ö 
pf 2 
7 
* 


too much practiſed by you. A wy juſtly adamant. 
author fays, that the character of a liar is at once _ 
« ſo hateful, odious, and. contemptible, that exen+ 

« of thoſe who have loſt their every other virtue, it 
© might be expected, that from the violation of 

« truth, they ſhould be reſtrained by their ie 
© Almolt every other vice that diſgraces hulffan 
© nature, may be kept in countenance by applauſe 
« and aſſociation; but the liar, and only the liar is 
« invariably and uaiverſally defpifeil, abandoned, 
« and diſcovered; he has' no domeſtic conſola- 
« tzons, which he can oppoſe to the cenſure of 
« mankind ; he can retire to no fraternity where 
« his crimes may ſtand in the place of virtues; but 
« is given up to the hiſſes of the multitude, with- 
« out friend, and without a iſt. It is, indeed, 
« the peculiar condition of falſhood to be equally 
« deteſted and deſpiſed by good and bad.“ 1 do 


not, nor cannot ſee what a man can poſſibly pro- 


miſe to himlelf to get by telling lies? unleſs it be, 
not to be credited even 3 ſpeaks the truth. 
But though all lies are juſtly odious and deteſtable, 
yet there are ſome of greater enormity, and more 
malignity than others, I mean thoſe lies with 
which, when aQtuated by iome emvious or ſpiteful 
motives, ye traduce, blacken, and villify ſome per- 


ſons character, and often times without any other 


otive than the pleaſure of hearing yourſelves 
talk, and being liſtencd to. Tt is an old faying, and 
a juſt one, that we can lock up from a thief, but 
cannot from a liar, for by this you reb a man of 
what it is out of his power to lock up; his good 


name, and it would be far better for a mag to loſe 


all his money than his good name; for, inFtaking _ 
his money, ye only take what others had before 

him, and what he might reinſtate by induſtry, but 
robbing a man of his „ye do not, cannot 
nrich yonrſelves, and you thereby make him poor 
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indeed, fer every eſſort he can uſe cannot reinſtate 
his good name, which. is dear r to every good inan 
. e | 
But for this practice however vile, ſome have 
dared to apologize by contending that the report by 
which they injured a man's character was true; 
T lis; however amounts to no more, than that they 
have not complicated envy and malice with falſhood, 
and that there is ſome little diſference between de- 
traction and flander. . To relate all the ills that is 
true of the very beſt man in the world, would ren- 
der him the object of ſuſpicion and diſtruct and if 
this practic: ſhould become, but a little more uni- 
verſal than it now is, mutuenl confidence and eſteem 
the comforts of ſociety and the endearments of 
friendſhip will be at an end. For after all the boun 
ty of nature and all the labour of virtue, many im- 
perfections will ſtill betliſcoreſtd in human beings, 
even by thoſe who de not ice with all the perſpi- 
cuity of human wiſdom ; and he is guilty of the 
moſt aggravated detraction, who reports the 
weakneſs of a good mind, betrayed in an unguard- 
ed moment, ſomething which is rather the effect 
of negligence thanjfdeſizn, rather afolly than a fau', 
 fally of v. nity rather than an irruption of malevo- 
lenes. It ſhould therefore never be a maxim invio- 
| lably ſacred with all men, never to diſcloſe the ſe- 
ercts of private conveviation 3 a mazim which 
though it ſeems to ariſe from the breach of ſors 
other, does imply that general rcfitude which is 
roduced by a conſciouſneſs of virtucus dignity, 
and a regard to that reverence which is due to our- 
ſelves, and .orhers; for, to conceal! any immoral 
purpoſe; which, to diſcloſc is to diſappoint, apy 
. crime which. to hide is to®Fcountenance, or avy 
character which to void is to be ſafe; as it is 
compatible with virtus and injurious to ſociety, P 
K it | — | | | 
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can be. Arete 6 or law only, among tho who Sie 


n enemies 10 both. 

we I ſhall-proceed to a ſ{:cond part of this ſubj 4 ; 
* as I think chat {_ have ſaid nearly enough bh the F 
3 firſt part, and alſo fear that l become too ſpecu- 


pin: refined in my ſentiments, and too tedious 

my hearers, I ſhall therefore ſpeak of the blak- ; 
> we molt horrid, audacious, and impious lies | 
of all thofe that are euren, ſalſe ſwearing, 


and perjury. 
„ Swear not at Il,“ is the, s expreſsly 4 
given to us by our Saviour; I therefore earneſtly 5 


exhort ye my dear friends to refrain from curſing 
wearing and all manner of prophane language, 
ſince you ſce it is contrary to the divine will and 
commands, and is one of thoſe ſins that afford ij 
not the ſmalleſt ſenſual gratification in the prac- 1 
tice or commiſſion. g 
But how much b revetes mult it's heniouſneſs 
be in the fight of the Almighty, when it is uſed to 
ſupport and gain credit for an impudent falſehood. | 
But horrid as ever them @mpiicated crimes i wh 
muſt be in the eyes of the Almighty, how far 
ſhort do they fall ia blackneſs ang horror both in 
the eyes of God and man, of that moſt dreadfu] 
of all crimes, perjury. That is the crime of the 
guilty wretch who for ſome diabolical purpoſe pre. 
meditately, viciouſiy, and willfully, violates theath 
te is about to take — An oath itſelf being an affir- 3 
mation or denĩal by any chriſtian of any thin law- 
ful and honeſt before one that hath authority to 
adminiſter the ſame for the advancement of truth, 
ſolemaly invoking and calling God to witneſs that 
what he ſo depoſes is true. The laws and rules of c- 
very ſociety wherever the chriſtian faith is profeſſed, 
preſume that oaths will be kept ſacred, and that * 
no man will perjure him ; therefore faith is Ry 
given to an oath J and all jutments as well upon 
the * as the properties of the vitizens or ſubs 


7 6 „ - 

ol 

ry * 
i s 


* 


LY 


/ 
1 
* 
% 
" * 
o 
' 


U k 
j | | 
9 
3 
1 2 
\ i 
11 


dieſined to bea common weal compoled/er ehriſ.” 


* ” "_s - "F* » < .” » '* 
— — — — — — — — 
114 , "MF Ry, 7 a 


W | 
ture, would you 1 approach him with awe and 


could never approach luis preſence 


not ven murder it[Mf, that 
particular a mannes, calls 
ment in this Tile; as perjury—and the reaſon for 


_ preſſty ſays, Luke Chap. XITth. Verſe tk 


* him that blaſphemeth againſt the Holy Ghoſt 


did n 
this 


would indeed the Püffihmemk of that horrible 


WE: 
4 15 * ; N - 


| jeQts reſpect are founded upon oath. This pre- 
fumption is built upon good reaſon; this\gaantry is, 


tain people, and chriſtians are ſuch as are bãbtized, 
and believe in the law of God as reycaled by the 
Healy Jeſus our Redeemer. , + | sf 
ed if men would but'rightly conſider the 
ni of an oath they would never take it without 
fear and trembling, even tho' what they were 
about to ſwear was tr th, if ye were to appear be- 
fore the Prefident,,who is hut your fellow crea- 
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reverence ? With what awe, with what reverence 
ought we then to appear before the Almighty apd; : 


Omnipotent God our. Creator? And if -mortals 
02 athout 


trembling, how audaciouſly impious, 7 hor- 1 
rid ly and wonderfully wicked muſt that man be WW 
who dares appear before him and call upon him to 
be witneſs to a falſehood. There is no fin whatever, 
o ſurely, and In ſo 
it's nn puniſh- 


it is very plain am evident; becauſe that abomina - 
ble crime muſt many caſes, be hidden from, and 
eſeape the judgement of mankind, and be known 
only to the heart of the ci imnal and to God whoſe 
Holy name he has proſti uted- and made ſubſer- 
vient to injuſtice. And moreover our Saviour e 


« And whoever ſhall ſpeak a word againſt the 
&« fon of man it ſhall be forgiven him: But unto 


« it . be forgixen.“ Therefore if God 
t in a moſt particula manner ſurnith it in 
world,. men would e too apt to conclude, he 
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dic not. regard ies or government, not , 
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It is 2 great concern to me to ſay, hut it is a truth, 
of which I alas | have had woeful. cxperience,) 
that this moſt execrable and horrid crime. is be- 
come too general in rhis country, for it to ol r any 

 ſegurify for either life or property. The adminil- 
tring an oath on every ſlight occaGion, and the in- 

_ decent 2 7 1 it is n 

by ſome ices, or Magiſtrates, tends. only to 
— dots perjury, but 1e uber ah wr and juf- 
tice,” if oaths were ſcldemer taken, and in a more 
awful manner adminiſtred by perſons of ſuitable 
diſcretion and 'refpeAabilify,/.it would help, in a 
cat meafure, to Tuppreſs that dreadfully horrid 
im And fyrely, if it be viewed only in a politi- 
cal light, itas the intereſt of every ſtate to render 
oaths as invivlable as words and ceremonies can 
make them, and muſt be highly and eiſſentially ne- 
et ſſary for the government to lp up the ſanctity 
olan oath in the opinions of men. 
Abe firſt cauſe of peoples regard to oaths being 
| leffened, was the decay of practical religion. chri- 

_ | Nianity, and the ferond familiarity. Wiſe 

and good men, will always pay an awful re- 


gord i oaths,” and- will firiftly take care 


"to aver nothidlg but truth upon oath, and they 
' would do'ſo they were examined without an 


8 oath. But the multitude take up things more by ha- 
bit than by veaſon or refſe&ion, and many of thoſe 
would tell an untruth to fayour themſelves or 
 Ficnds, who would not confirm the fame, if an 
oath was adminiftered to them in a ſolemn. man- 
ner ; and this kind of men, that makes the multi- 
tude, upon whioſe teſtimonies the eftates and lives 
of their fellow-cittzens depends. To theſe kind 
of men the formality of niſtering an oath, is 
of the utmoſt conſequence aid importance, and 
che familiarizing them to oaths contributes greatly 
to the ſpreading of perjury. In _ therefore, | 


r anroan mic out out aids on. Ee oa IA p ˙ . ĩðͤ te Bs 
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wo great Rollei with * it, hank might 
not be improper, not to adminiſter oaths, but upon 
the WI i rtant and weighty occaſions, and 
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48 e 
e ee "weighty cauſes and 
ſons, as alſo 15 your own. gaſe, peace of mind, 
9 welfare, and future 2 Ijmoſt ear- 
veſtiy beg, exhort, and intreat ye, m bre- 
thren, to avoid, all ſtrifes, gr contentions, 
enimoſities, | 1; aw-ſwits or igations of any 
Lind, e in the end, are of no ſervice, but, on 
&s Fover „ give birth 5 envy, hatred, und "Ile | 
er chuſe, when any miſunderſtanding 

ſhall u to refer it for decifion-to two or three 
reſpeQable neighbours; and aveid, by all means, 
the frequent appearing before Juſtices of Peace, to 
be ſworn, for there is is an old faying, that — — 
breeds contem And ſurely. the taki 
1 s multitude 1 0 25 10.00% 261 

; f 0 them to the multi ude,., 4 
take of; they mich dats 
and all che ohes Facred tics nd lig 
templated wich it; and, .of 1 8 leaves. the 
weight of the teſtimony uncertain dl, Mio Att 13 
and ſcripture fays, my Mes friends, if , thy bi a 
ſite” thee on the right cheek, tutn thou the leit 
alfo,” therefore, m dear r org en Len allfrear- - 
ing, 3 Lag on. 'of ſtrife: ar con 
tenti⸗ that might ire-. riſe to Udine 
Mw | dear byethera I carneſtly. p 0 be 4 
f and induſtrious in all your c 2 manners 
f bulineſs and ſtations in life, be punctual, up- 
be and juſt in all your.contracts, e 3 
and ' dealings of what kind og natu N 
faithful, tende, rand affecti rg in N al 
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Wjulifable; rye wilt” ti: lets iy nh, 
thieve, and plunder,” in order to procure ſore lie- 
tle money, which as ſoon as ye have; procured A ; 
will away to the tavern, and 5 ſpend youn ill 


A in every ſpecies of E w 4. 
2 and exceſs, thereby 


veriſing the: | 
old 2 That what is wo er ho devil s back 
== wayunder his beige ta then in returning | 
obſceni will no heſitate a mo- 

„ nor ſcruple4 1 the 3 calf, be ey 
, Tour neghtow nee es haps belt friend . 


2 drunk, from tholſe ſcenes of debau- 


audacity. w 
hve the pcs places . to enter N WERE 
_ neareſt and beſt neighbours and friend 


probably, Fang take there out Whatever . 
aud ould fuch ſpeliation Be. detected, ye 
the firſt 2 55 and having 5 care and 
dence es Maſters ang Mil 

ers 
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. M real name is Benjemin Johnſtone. 
N. But when 1 came to Jerſey cbanged it, took 
Pg wy. brothers viz. Abraham Johnſtone.” L Was born 
| in the ime of Delaware, at a place called Johnny- 
cake landing Poſſom town, in Mother Kind-Hundred 
and County of Suſſex. } was born a ſlave and the pro- 
perty of Door Fohn Skidmore who die while I was 
; very youny, and I with the other goods and Chat- 
+ tels deſcended to his Nephew Samuel Skidmore, be 
being the heir at law. He ſoon ran through moſt of 
_ the property left him, and was obliged to {cl} me te 
15 Joha Grey a. blackſmith, and from whom I learn- 
5 ed that buſmeſs; by him Tus ſold after ſome time 
to Edward Callaghan, him I did not Nike, therefore L 
would not live with him, and isGiſted omharing another þ, 
maſter, be accordin - ſold me to James Craig at m7 K 
own requeſt, for he as very, loth to part with me, a tio 
Lvasa very hard berd working black. My new 900 
malters conficence I ſoon gained my ſ-dulons end, 
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lent and tude to her, {ihe being g v wide 

= to my, maſter who was ng 0 
black was very 11 to wy wm 
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ithtanging th ed with bitb,'s | Rick 

be muſt bury oat we, DO Us be mould hurt 

aſter, who all * 35 Rood in awize at” Seid 

— fellow Euife. I 1 eto fought (os 
L hav t the knife away 

1 7 e ent . 


maſter rl 
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i * 6 hs life 55 god e. 7 me 5 
and tg Kory me N ter 
ray 12 8 90 after lie led my ting 


* af, 4 5 me 4 contilerable Tength of ti 

he none! durin thar time 1. went of, 5 04 

9 7 a whole car with 4 woman, and then . taken 
4 run away, ang put into Baltimore aft 

58 Jet 197, maſter know my ran) by his 

we a ffom bence £ loto_ Dover, jail, s 

2 there he died dr * The execuighs f 

Vat o have me a fla ye, but being toro of mn 


©. m - 


2 Yk ag * with aid pot then atteri 
n ſt; and eee auty at, Mins 
re 1 roofs e e x and teok the & 


er came 
1 „Tor Wi 1.1804 'to work 
m | tated time * kim. e 15 is urwolt og 
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new we with h ts \ the 


o chop fome 


fhey ca with, 7 858 } 
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150 
wok me ver 14 miles from there 3 at night 


were we ſtaved we bot our ſuppe 8, and I flipp.d the 

| # Knife I had * . mine with, in may doit and i hey 
being ſhe e to bed'i 4 one room I ſoog after into ano, 
Ther, as I was Wing d ovn [| cut thecords I was bound 
with, and having waited until they were affecy I ſtole 
Ant. and come to Mr. Clements and informed him 
2 bu fin. fu, who adyiſed me to pply , 46, Warner 
Eig. i in Hoster which Tinftantly did, who know- 
ing the footiag 1 wascy vith my late maſter, ſtood my 
faſt friend on the occaſion, ud obtained for me the me 
numiſfion which I have got, an. yet and which proteded - 
me, But one of the brothers EXEcUtors was ex emely 
difſ2tistied and was efermitied to have me, bs were 
the Georgia | men. To avoid trouble 2 came to 
Neu: Jerſey, and changed my name for I well Kney 
that my poor colopr had but few friends in that COUB» 
try, where flavery is ſo very general, and if one-negro 
=” borne it was ſearec 10 be ſetting a bad ex- 
a ports to the others, 1 accordingly dy the advice of 
Fase, bath black and white came by water 

vp the Ka to Dee phis, and there I did not 
tay long, until 1e to "New (Jerſey 3 a9 the firſſ 
| ace I 3 to. * ori at The l'came here as Maj 
Taſhys 7 8 * $47 I worked 6 fx ves » 53 that 
Fn? z the y 94, aid continged working 
about Wen Swe 18n lf 1 went back and brought 
my wife For Beben ate, and commenced houſe. 
keeping. me 2 e 8 born free, and we had been 


dong . maſter died. I have one fon 
now a Ates anjel Mifflin, Eſq. 7 way 
a hers oh d living by my wiſe. I had not 


en m Ife or y reports were cir. 
2 85 my 4 re ith mr wif . ſolemnly de- 
e without Juſt fodder Te Gel) of which that did 

6 injury, as, that 1 had ftolen ſome carpets 


fs. Lockwood, which' report bad its riſe in the 


Jig 
eee ing manner 
Mrs. Lockwood kept a "boarding bouſe, and wy wife 


ſerved as.cook and houſe. m aid. 1 myſelf waited at 
rſon s Lox 6-3 The flux was then prevalent in 


dodbur; lit. being the time of t Ptuladelpbia fic ke 
nels) add I wa taken n bad with it: Neef. feared 


* : : 4 * 8 ., 
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Y at ie, 1 I had gott Ti wing 

* we yo! and then n % full, the 

y had like not to have got 3 houſe or place to lodge is? 7 „ : 
o, At laſt the worthy Me. John Huffman let me, go inte. ; 
id dis workſhop—I moved there, but had neither bed, nor K 
ie bedding. All the ſtores in town were ſcarchee for ei- : 


m I ther, but I could get ho mote than one coverlid, which | 

er ] got at Major DonuePs, Thoſe eld carpets hung out 

* of doors on a rail, being laid by as uſeleſs, my wife. 7 

ay Wl aſked Mrs: Lockwood for them. ho told her ſhe might x 
+ Wl bave them, by paying for them, and that ſhe mußt come A 
da weekly and work it out my wife agreed, and 3bere-. - 
Won brought the N for me to ſleep on, and I 
re WW continued going to Mrs $as uſual ts work | 


to for two or three days aſter, at which time I grew ſo. a 
every bad, that my wife ſtayed to nurſe me. Mrs. Lock- | 
„- wood's houſe being full of boarders, and baying no 


ro IN kelp but my witc's, ſbe was greatly Yexed, and ſent 1 to, { 
'x- let my wiſe kno D that ſhe muſt eit her come and pay ' 
of Wl the caſh for . old carpets, or work it out according 
ter io agreements but my wife  retyyning for for N 12 
zot de ſhould not go, while I continu bad, 
rſt Wi ritated Mre. Lockwood to that 4 2 ell 
lap N my yife might as. well have ſlolen them as not dave 
nat paid for t and threatened ſucing us immediately 
ing WU if we did not ſend her the money, or that.my write 18 
zvt st go to work, Thus originated 15 Rory z for 
uſe trach of which 1 apfeal to tbe, perſonal knowl; kr) | 
cen WW ſome gentlemen now living in Woodbury, who boards 
ſon there at that time. 
wat {1 was charged as voinſtly by William Tatew, Lhe, 
not with. robbing his fmoak hovies buy I row folemoly 
cir: iſ Kelete that I never was infide of his ſmoak houſe, nor 
took nor ork thereout a pound of ment in all my 
lie: Ane V E night bis bak beuſe wes, 
ropes Ten larke's in order to cradle f 
Ar „A tes 0 ca 
dome through. the country at that time, which gave 
iſe to the 100 cion, I baught when on my way ho 
at tne Stone — frem Mrs. Sparks, the * 


the houſe, v ho r 
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t him, and have paid him for. 
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Aud 45 before 1 . come to ſpeak ſpeak of the i Fine that I 
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at 1 mean * ein the the. 1 of) e ert | 
that Head, 125 a 1882 "Hſe mem. 
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e profeſion 's chat faiths 4 not da gui neu- MW © 


ow "1 muſt alfa fay, and is moment a6 bebe ery TI 
hat t1 never ſaw 1 Ay ſwore, Aga) wit me, on Ye 
ve 


ſer to the y remembrance,” g the time do 
. mitſidg 7 her bay I 1 77 11 iy wi, Af 
de 2 55 he: Febre 1 ha or hoy 
a What lobver fim Lis ear $41 MT: Kc. 
— ccaſed. after jhe, t ween! and me, nor. e. 
tes 3 word 10 cept. Zhi ali F ho; 0 Was 
ve wal ood zende 7 vg law” wy 
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ex have te by Apply Rey Grace Ts 
: Youls, Beth ol Hol wefe „ . ay, God 
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1555 r. not e the Engliſh lay | 
"te pete that he kfiew'the n ht co 


| — Tue anſwer he gave in the court on that . 
ke bad merely get by note from 2 perſecuto:s. t 
Le was aQuated by K and malevolence is beyond 


s C972 
a doubt, for he told Perry and Sarah Paul, Peter 
Morris and others, from whom he received the firſt a 
count of Tom's being miſling, that he never liked 
me, and that if he could by any means whatſoever, 
compaſs. my dzath, or if it was poſſible to be done, in 
any manner or wiſe, he would have me hanged; and 
he in a day or two after ſaw the ſame people, and told 
them he had ſeem me, and related to them the conver» 
ation he had with me, which was very widely differ- 
ent from what he has ſworn to. But if whites whoſe 
educations ſhould make them know better, are capa- 
ble of committing ſuch horrid crimes, what muſt be 
expetted from a poor Guinea negro. I freely forgive 
nim. - and may God forgive him and bleſs him. 

As to ry Ivens whoſe evidence cauſed my con» 


* +4 


ſence of that God before whoſe awful and juſt tribunal 
I ſhall in a few moments appear, that I never ſiuce I 
had exiftence, nor at any time, told Henry Ivens ei- 


oath I Jid, for on the contrary, he uſed the following 
words to meg 4 well Abraham, people ſay you killed 
Tam, but I don't believe it: if 1 did I would not let 
yow work any more for me; but indeed Abraham, I 
do not take you to be a man that would kill another: 
Aſter Which, aud in the ſame breath, he put the fol- 
lowing gueſtion to me with great ſeeming friendſhip. 
4% Abraham, now tell medid you kill Tom? you know 
you may tell me. My anſwer nearly word for word 
vas as follows No indeed I did not Henry: nor did 
| ever kill a man in my life, nor never ſhall, except l 
dould happen to fight a man and give him an unlueky 
les, and then I believe they could net hang me for 
is Milling with one unlucky chance ffroke when fighting ; 

; bot I will never fight with any man, nor ſtrike, as I 


er in all my life ſeen a man killed nor hung.” Some 
nights after, John Williams came there in order 
o get me to thraſh for him, when the report in circus 


ves ſo, I ſhould not * for him; to which Jobs 


vidion, I Rre now do ſolemaly declare, in the pre- 


ther the whole, nor any part of what he declared on 


know myſelf ſtronger than the general run of men, and 
then the law can take no hold of me, neither bave I 


ation of my having killed Tom was mentioned, and 
t ens ſaid he did not believe it, for that if he thought 
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Williams alſo replied, that he for bis part could not 


give credit to it, and it he thought it was the truth, 


1 ſhould not thraſh for him. That was all that paſſed 


between us, aud I wentaway with John Williams that 
night, and did not ſee Henry Ivens again, untill Huff- 
ſey and David Eyans had me tied, coming to jail, when 
Ivens came to us out ofa piece of buck-wheat, and af- 
ter ſome prefaratory converſation with the others, 
alked me the following queſtion z—# Abraham, did 
you indeed kill Tom? I anſwered No, nor no other 


man, nor never have I ſeen a man killed in my life, ' 


theugh I have been a great deal through the country.” 
That theſe were all the words or converſations I ever 
had on the ſubject with Ivens, I now in preſence of that 
God before whom I am going to appear do ſolemnly 


proven wyſelf, and for the truth of it do here appeal to 


enry Ivens's own conſcience; and if be is yet under 
ſuch a deluſion reſpeRing it as not to acknowledge it, 
I here moſt ſolemnly do invoke my God and Redeemer 
to be my witneſs, and appeal to him to be wy.witgeſs 


of the truth of theſe wy ſolemn affertions in his pre- 


ſence, and tœ your tribunal my God I now appeal. It 
is not with a defire to ſatisfy men that I ſpeak, for that 


to me at this time is no conſideration, and I am perfed- 
ly at eaſe with reſped to what they may think af. 


ter my deces ſe : they mays and undoubtedly will think 
as they pleaſe, but it is to eaſe my mind and conſcience 
on that head, by declaring, the truth, and thereby 


making my peace with that God whom I adore, and be- 


fore whom I am going pear z and may that God 
give Henry Ivens grace * 1 
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where he has ſo groſsly 
_ erred, and grant him time 10 repent, and free and full 


forgiveneſs, as I freely doz for I moſt freely forgive 


him and all the world; for the world can do me no in- 


jury. It it true man may hurt the body, but be can- 
not reach ſufficiently far to injure the foul; that be- 


| longs ſolely to God—and may that God bleſs, for give, 
and protect Henry Ivens and family. 


noch Sharp ought te have narrowly examined what 


ſwore, © that on the day Tom was miſſed, he was at 


my bouſe, and that the yard was ſcraped up much 
deeper | than is could be «IF ſweeping. men _— | 


_ 


bs. 3 f * , 
- , 4 


be was about te ſay before he gave his evidence. He 


» apes” T 


Win n e | 
. who al meſt every day ſaw the place, and who was there 
that very morning, ſwore direQaly the contrary, and 


T0) 


Henry Craver is an honeſt man, and a man of charac- 


ter. Enoch Sharp was but very ſeldom at my houſe ; 


was there after huſking time; and after I had got 


in my corn, I threw the huſks in a kind of hollow to 
make ſome manure, and there were ſome ridges be- 
. kween the door and the well, through which I cut a 

path, and threw the earth I had dug out of there upon 


the huſks, in order to make them rot the quicker, ar d 


made the path level to the well thereby. I leave it to 


any. man whatſoever if they have ever known corn 
huſked in Auguſt, I had none there before. God for 
give Enoch Sharp! I ſreely do, and leave him my 
eſing, and that the bleſling of God may be upon him 
and his family, is my prayer. | „ 
Indeed Samuel Huffsey and William Nicholſcn 
have long perſecuted me with the utmolt rancour aud 
malice, hut may God almighty bleſs, protect, ard 
forgive, them both, I do moſt freely and from 229 
bear t. But this is juſtice to my conſcience I mutt: 
declare on the ſolemn aſſertions of a dying man; that 
I thiak Samuel Huffsey procured Tom. to, ſteal my 
leaſe, as I then could have no title to ſhew for the 
place I held from him and lived upon, nor for the 
crop then growing on it, as I was improving the place 
ſaſt, aud doing well for myſelf, which. made me an 
abject of euvy and hatred, and one circumſtance that 
ij dot known I beg leave to inform the public bf to 
vit. That ou the unfortuaate night that Tom came 
to my houſe he came from the landing to Huffsrys 
firſt, and from tnence came Al that late hour to wy 
houſe, tho? it was near Huffseys houſe, aud Tom was- 
there engaged to work the following week for Wil- 
liam Nicholſon, znd when I aſked him in the morning 
to ſtay for his Breakfaſt, he ſaid he would go to 
Nichotſons where be was going to work, and get 
it. | They both know that it was at their- anſtigation 
that Tom ſued me, and they alſo know that they ac- 
companied bim and added as his attorneys, at the magi- 
ſtrates. But to put it ina ſtill fairer light, Iwill ask 
Fan how came they to know at what inſtant ot time 
om came to wy houſe, and the particular con ver ſa - 


bioht of God Rat I feel ſuch a perſcd inward calm aud 


| 


- — 7 
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tion that paſſed between Tom and myſelfon that night, 


and that the very day after: And on the day aftcr 


Sam. Huſſsey brought a witneſs with him and called 


' ppon me to produce my leaſe, or elſe quit, &c. But 


let it not be thought that I blame them for Tom's 


death, or ſpeak through prejudice. No, for 1 cannot 


impute his death to anv body whatfoever, and as to 
the ſecond I only ſtate the truth impartially, and muſt 


think they have ſeen Tom later than I did. May God 
. almighty bleſs and forgive them both, and ſpare them 


long to the ir families, I moſt freely and heartily tor, 


dive them, and defire my love and blefling to them. 
£:lves and family. | 4 + W 


And now at this aweful ſolemn moment when with 
the ignominious cord round my neck, and ſtanding 
on a ſtage beneath that gallows that muſt in « few mo- 
ments tranſport me into that boundleſs eternity there 
to meet my righteous, aweful and omnipotcnt 


Judge before whom no (earthly conſiderations nor the 


evil ſuggeſtions of prejudiced perſons can avail, now 


at this moment fo dreadful and tremenduoue, I moſt 


ſolemnly declare with my dying breath in prefenre of 


N that God from whom 1 hope te find mercy and for - 
giveneſs, and before all the good people here «Membled 


io ſee me moke my exiit from this worſd. That 1 am 


innocent, end unknowing to the death of Thomas 
Read the Guinea, Negto (that I die for) as the child 


unborn, neither bave I been in aoy wiſe, kiowing'privy 
or acceſſary to his death, ſo bear witneſs of me my God 
b-fore whom 1 am going to appear 3 and Jo thou Oh 


Lord God ſtamp a conviaion of my innocence, on all 


thoſe prejudiced perſons who ere ſo uncharitable as not 
to credit my dying affertions, and I do alſo ſolemnly 
declare as I am a dying man, that I never bave killed, 
nor been acceſſary nor privy to the killing any perſon 
what ſoverz neither have Tever ſeen one killed nor hung 
zu my life es | alw-ya tugdioufly avoided ſuch places, 


my ieelings being n«torally fo very tender as to make 


ſuch fights very affecting to me, nor is there any crime 
great enormity wherewith I car juſtly charge my · 
ſelt, except a 100 great luſt after ſtrange women, and 
that is the on'y crime that I fear will hurt we in the 
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peace from a confidence in the divine love and prom!- 
ſes of my Saviour-z That exulting in that divine ard 
heavenly love which I at this moment feel glow through» 
ly out my boſom and which expands and raiſes my ſoul 


above all rate things, I go chearfully to meet my 
Creator ſace to face, and now ſay to my Saviour as he 
id to his heavenly father, © Lord into thy hands 1 


commend my ſpirit and from the divine aſſurances 1 
feel within me that he will receive it, I leave this 


world with joy, and without the leaſt regret, _ 
- I'moſt fervently pray that God may bleſs Medrs: 


Stockton, and Perſon, my two lawyers, the Sheriff, 


and all the people in this jail, and all mankind ; and 


bleſs and forgive my enemies, and grant them grace 
to-repent and die his holy love and fear, I with heart- 


felt gratitude, bleſs them, for they have been the 
choſen inftruments of my beavenly father; to bring me 
home to him, when 1 have had a known time to die, 


and leiſare to repent of my fins, for by a longer con-. 


tiovance in this world, I might have died with many 
tranſgreſſions, unacconuted for, I bleſs and pray for. 


them, and may thou O Lord bleſs them, and reccive._ 


my tpirit. Amen bid ye all an eternal Farewel. 
| +  ABRAHAM,JOHNSTONE... 
| Woodbury, jail Saturday, July 8, 1797. 
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BETTFR TO EN WIFE: 


| — 3 £ 1 
Wife ! my much regretted Sarab, _ 


As there are but a ſew, very few ! ſhort fleeting 
moments to glide away ere I enter into the man ion, 


* of blifs and tranquiliry, and take a final leave of this 


vain tranfnory and deluſery world, wherein I hare 
expe:ienced nothing but croſſes, vexations, and tribu- 
Itions from all of which, I in a few fort, alas 
fwift p ſſiug moments will de delirered, and ſet free, 
my paying that general, and certain debt that man- 
kind muſt pav to nature, a: d reſ go in peace this cum - 
brous load of mortality, this weak body u b ch as yet 


is faintly animated with vital warmt? ; but whoſe 


ſovl is full of the Ipirit, and heart cheering. pre- 
ſence of my God, and Redeemer, through the merits 


' of whole ſuferings I hope for ſalvation ; to ing kin. 


dred clay. For of the crime that Lam to die for, 1 
moſt ſdle muly declare to you my ever dear, ever belo- 
red wiſe ; in the preſence of God all juſt and omni- 
potent, and all tbe hoſt of Heaven; That I am per- 
fe:tly innocent, and therefore am perfectly reſigned 
fo death, and ſatisfied to-quit this world, for like a 
lamb led to the flaugbten bouſe, ſhallI goin a few 
moments to my death, and bare theroughly reſgned 
pytcifto the will of my heavenly father. - 1 have 
ly weaned myfelf from this frail world and its 
groſs aſſedtions, except what con- centre ſolely in 
von, on you now my beloved wiſe, all my earthly 


_ conſiderations; reſt, and all that in death appears un- 


friendly or unweleewe is the parting. The parting 


from a- wife ſo beloved !-—Feem you my beloved 
- Sally; an d leaving you behind in the world without 


buſband to protect you, or friend to ſooth, conſole, 


« or all:Yiate, 5 our diſtrefſes, miſſeries or wants, or bs 
upports and-enable you to bear up uneer, ond enger. 


8 b 


ter misfortunes, with fortitude, fuch my dear Sally 
bave I ever been to you. And tho? ſometimes T went 
aſtray aud luſted after -otker women, yet.Aul wy - 
dear Sally, my true and tond heart reſted with you, 
and love for you always brought your wanderer _ 
back 2 you were to me, my all ! my everx. thing | 
dear and beloved. From the firſt of our acquaintance, 

to this moment, I have loved you with unabated fer- 
vor, unceaſing tenderneſs z ang the pureſt - attach- 
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ment : and even at this ſo. truly awful and. ſolemn, E E 
0 moment, all that ſeems terrible in death is the pars "HH 
4 ting from you.—My God and redeemer, and him 4 
e Aoge poſſeſſes the firſt part (a part pure and uncen. | 
\ I 1envinared) in my aſſecljous and you poſſels the. | 


i Wl next; I am ſure you cannot be impious enough to 
expect to hold an equal ſhare with God, it wuſt ſuf,” 


wa ficeyou to know'that in you my all, and only cacthly. ; 
conſiderations or affeQions reſt, at this moment ſo. 
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truly aweful, | F | 

I did hope my dear wife to have ſeen you once more. 
ere I departed this like. And to have obtained your. 
pardon for all the tranſgreſſions I have committed, 
againſt God, and our marriage. bed during the time. 
ve have been united z and alſo to have given yow 9 
ſuch conſel as I thought beſt with reſpe4 to your fu- 3 
ture condud ; or as I ſhould have deemed neceſſary, 4. 
or expedient. And to have beſtowed on you the | 
ble fing of a dying buſband, and have bid yon a final 
farewell, all which I muft do by letter as you would 
not conſent to come and fee me tho, 1 had the Sebriff's 
expreſs permiſſion for your coming, and nobody ſhould. 
have "moleſted you. Indeed my dear Sally had it " 
Leen your caſe av it was mine: no earthly conſide- 1 
ratiou ſhould or would have kept me from ſeeing you. 
ren was certain death to have been the conſequence, 
and that I was ſure I ſhould ſuffer on the ſame. gallows. 
with you : All ! all } 1, would have braved tohavel - 
cen noo. Sigh would executingly embrace you even 
u death. The cold phlegmatic remonſtrances. of 
difintereſted perſons z who under the ſacred name of 
friend 3 But ſtrangers to that and every nobler and 
e Fottter feeling and ſentiment, are ſo often interpoſed . 

osder the maſk of friendſhip, and is generally termed” 


* 
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$0od reaſon 3 by which they ſo powerfully operate ea M 
| ne patſions of the weak and timorons, as to leave them MW in 
vo will at all of their own, (of all ſuch people my] MH 
dear Sally beware in future) I fay my dear wite that in I mi 
ipite of all ſuck buſy-bodys 1 ſhould have gone to ſee 1. 
you, but Iwill not wound your feelings by purſuing MW (6, 
the ſnbje@ farther, for 1 well know that your heart is tic 
already taukered with grief, and care worn on my ac H. 
count. And my wiſh is to alleviate and ſooth the ac, MW tis 
ente miſery and poignant angviſh and diſtreſs (I well vi 
know) at this moment endure : and to ſpeck peaee to ff ui 
your bleeding heart, rather than plant a dagger in cot 
the rankled wound. Which my unhappy fate and unme, fo 
rited ſofferiogs bas given you, who poſſeſſes a mind Iſl -eq 
replete with the teodereſt and liveſt ſenſibilitj. erc 
And now my dear Sally, that you ſee me ſo tho. if he: 
roug!.ly Tefigned'to'my fate, let. me earneſtly. beg tri 
and exhort you to "alike reſigned on and. endeavour 
to encounter this {ad blow with ſortitude, and true rea 
cbriftian regfination te the will of the Almighty.. W anc 
Call in religion to your uh, and take it as one of WW 
thoſe way ward#incidents direated by the Almighty to fro 
try the faith of us poor frail mortals, and if you con- MW an; 
fider it as ſnch, you win and furely . muſt: think it tis! 
juſt to murnjer at the decrees. of the Almighty. God. dar 
our ereater : it is trhe my dear Sally. It is a ſhame - ge 
fot death to be ſuſpended in the air. between , Heaven. m 
ant earth like a dog that at firſt ght may burt your all 
feelings, but on reflection it muft vaniſh and leave no con 
trace behind. Tor in the aks place, as nothing can. fee; 
take place, however trival, witheut divine permiſ- dot 

- Gon 3 ſo no waliner of death-can be, unnatural: But. ble 
in the ſerond place, only give yqurielf time to refiet IF tha 

a moment, and then get à teſtament and read, the 22d, bis 
236, and zatb, Chapters of, the Apoſtle Luke, you. över 
will there find“ ſufficient matter ta conſole, and mat 
prevent your tears flowing for me. You will ſee there my 


how much more ignominous a death our Saviour ſuf, MW mig 
fered he was nailed toa crofs crowned with thorns, , W me; 
arrayed in purple, lots caſt for garments his facred you 


ſides pierced with « ſpear by the hands of common 
girnievts his ſacred ſides peirced with a ſpear by the 
SH1179 1: $44 6287 0% 1 ; ; * | 255 
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hands of eommon ſoldiers, crucified between thieves on 
Mount - Calvary ; All ! every ſpecies of ignominy aud 
infa uy was heaped on the divine immaculate lambs, | 
His liſe was taken away by felſe ſwearing, (Alas! ſo is 
mine,) He prayed for and forgive his enemies, ſo do 
I moſt freely forgive mine,) the only and bleſſed per- 


ſon of the moſt high and omnipotent God ſhed his pre- 


eious blood on the croſs for the redemptiou of many 3 
He offered himſelf up the accepted ranſom for all man- 
kin; What is my futferings and death in compariſon 
with his? What have 1 to fear in a future ſtate, as I 
will die innocent of the crime I am to ſuffer for, and 
confidently but without preſumption, hope a reward 
for all my ſufferings, from him who has himſelf ſuffer- 


ed by falſe witneſſes ? He who has ſaid take up. your | 


croſs and follow me, him will I follow with all my 
heart and ſoul, through and with all my croſſes and 
trials. | 8 8 | 4 | 
But my ever dear Sallys I beg earneſtly when you ſo 
read, to confider with attention the Chapters you. read, 
and ſce if you walk in the tear ot love of the Lord, con- 


* - 


ſonänt to hie divine will as therein is revealed, fee if 


frolicking and attending at ſcenes of the moſt horrid 
and abandoned lewdneſs, excefſed, debauchariey, liceu» 
tiouſneſs, obſcenity prophanity and all their atten- 
dang train is a; reeable to the divine will, ab! no my 
deat Sally they are not z for God's lake my dear wo- 
man, and for your dying liuſbands Lake, ſhun and by 
all means avoid frolicing and all. it's etteuding evil 
concamitants, for your-perſonal. attendance at ſuch 


| feenes, 18 iiimical te your future happineſs, and "ue 


cets you odious in the fight of God, aud contempt! 
ble in the opinions of men, for you may reſt aſſured 
that there is no man of lenſe, but would as ſoon take 
his wife from a bawdy houſe, as from a frolicz How 
very dreadful mu that one reflection be to any 1 51 
man of ſenſibility or delacy of mind or feelings? Oh 
my dear Sally ! for your den welfare and peace f 
mad, un all ſuch places: I do not z for a muſes 
ments and recreations are neceſſary to promote both 
Vour health of body and peace of mind: but by all 
1 | 2 5 WEE 
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tional. N 
In chofirig another huſband my ever dear Sally, a. 
ter l am dead and gone, as you certainly will nere 
one, chuſe one that will love and preted you, aud 
whom you will neither fear nor deſpiſe when you area 
' viſe: rather thai a pretty baby to look at who might 
through a rage of novelty and ill nature break your 
heart, Ah ! Sally! think ſome few times through life] 
on poor gone Abraham, and ſay with a figh—He i 
, gonie—alas never to return He was conſtant and kind 
to me. But I will ſome Yay follow. Tes, my dcar 
Sally you will ſo; and if it is poffible for the ſpirit 
of the departed" to watch, over thaſe they love, 
; Upon eatth, and that I have divine permiſſion, I will 
until them ; be my beloved Sally, my truly dest 
Fife guardian angel, and ſhould my flitting ſpirit 
ever preſent itſelf to your view, be not afraid Sally 
it will be but the ſpirit that divine permiſſion is ho- 
Viering an the watch to ſhield and defend you from auy 
g gy danger.” 335 6 (94, 4 
Hh y dsar Sally, my white Hat, that you were ſo 
fond 6k, I leave you with this injunctiou that you wear 
it yourſelf while it laſts ard give it, to no other per- 
ſon, and two ora for a ſmall ſum of money I all 
leave you, beſides all the cloths at Henry Cruvecs; 
Mr. Hughes, Sy good and eſteemed friend, whom 1c. 
gether with his family may God bleſs, profper, at 
-prolong their lives 3 A hand vos my hat and the 
R ths orders, the reft of iy things being uſeleſs to you, 
I have given them away to different people i the ſpiu- 
ning whee] and little box I have given to the little girl 
that lived with us, | Ro ly 
Asad having now ſettled my wordly affairs I (hall 
cloſe and prepare to depart. in peace. 

I've kiſſed this po pet and bid it convey the kils to 
you my love + And now my dear Sally, I bid you] 
Ob Heavens I-II bid you my dear wife !==not the 
'Grewel of a day month nor year--Nut an stern! 
__—feve,— © Mo et pee A 
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e I earneſtly beg your prayers for . $3 and ma 8 i 
otect preſerve proſper and bleſs you; is the 5 
e n. er of your dotingly fond huſband. | 
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ABRAHAM JOHNSTONE, 
Woodbury jatt July 8th, 1999, 
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